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Commerce Retrieved, 


BEING tio 


ConsIDERATIONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, &c. 
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From Saturday, July 11. to Cuefvay, July 14.1773: 
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to oppoje it. 


The Dutch’ enjoy it by our Folly, and have had no {mall hand 


One Letter from Scotland about the Fifbery. 


- 


The Fifbing-Trade of Scotland ruin’d by rejetting the Articles. 


| 


tn procuring our People © 





Another figwd by Ten of the most fubjtantial Merchants ix Edinburgh. “ob bs 
.. te a arupbeunentaepigien ~ , a 
r “ HE flate of the :Trade of Scotland, as to “ to France; dnd it behoved them to” preferve that 
yf |) Wool and Woollen Manufaftures, has been “ Trade,as the moft beneficial to, Scotland, which could. 
: {poken of in a Letter publifh’d in “ not be effected, if we united with England, who had’ 


| the MERCATOR; No. 2. ' The’ Fith- 
Trade requires that a be fpoken ‘of that 
alfo; and the shbre, becaufe thofé, who know’ any ine 
of the Advantage of the Fithery to Britain, how much 
has. been expected, ‘how much promifed, and how little 
Progrefs made: therein for-the Advantage of Scotland, 
will be hardly perfwaded,that’'the Influence of 4 neigh- 
bouring People, have not.ftood very much-in Scotland's 
way, and prevented fuch Meafures yoy te as it is 
known here .was intended, and\.as mig before now 
have been very: beneficial to: Britain, and to' which’ 
the prefent Treaty of Commerce’ with France would 
have been very helpfuls | | 

To this Head, as in the former Branches of the Trade 
of Scotland, Twa Letters from Scotland fhall alfo be quo- 
ted, that the Scots may in this.alfo fpeak for themfelves, 
and their Café may be ftated'in their own Words. 


To the MERCATOR. | 


SIR, 
“ ] See you are Writing of the Articles of the Treaty 
« © of Commerce with France, and their not being 
“ made effectual in Parliament: This I can affure you 
“ is a very great Difippointment to us in Scotland, 
“ where our Fifhes are the greateft part of our Trade 
“‘ by Sea, and France was, before the late Union, the 
“© principal Place, whither we Exported the fame; 
“ whereas fince the Union,we have had ane full ftop of 
‘© that gaintul Trade by the French laying on Cuftoms, 
“© equalizing the Prohibition thereof. : 

“ At the time,when the Ae of Union was. pafling 
“ in the Scots Parliament, it was urged by thofc,who 
“ oppofed the Treaty, that Scotland would thereby be 
deprived of the Advantage of fending their Pithcs in- 


“ ‘caufed prohibit all Commerce with, France, ' 


which 
“' Scotland had not fo effectually csi Vineg® 
© Te was alledged, thar En was capable. of. ma- 
** king Scotland Rineds , by caufing, other T. Ea 


Q 
“ creafe among them,which theu they had né@t, fuchas* 


“ the Plantation-Trade, and the making of Weollen’ 
“ “Mannfastures, in Scoland. This was acknowledging * 
*¢ plainly, that our Fifhery was of great Advantage to- 
“us, and that the flop of our Trade to France weuld 
“ be very much to our Lofs; for,which they told ps of 
“ Englifh Trade as cia eee ig ie ‘ 
<< “propottionate to t we fuftain, by being. pro-? 
a! fibhed the Trade tp Erancy- RA , (3 i » 
Be importation of our Fifhes into France from: 
“ Scbland-was efteem’d fo much the more pro! to” 
“ Scotland, becaufe this Country had no other way 
<¢ pay for their Wines .and Brandies, Salt. and.other” 
e Eads, which our Merchants, were* oblig’d to buy. 
“every, Year in France, and Iniport, into Scotland 3» 
“ winch, if our Fith-Trade were thus inhibit, would: 
‘© wofully drein Scotland of Mony,, for which. 


‘© land could ill ‘give us Satisfaction. | sai 
“ Thefe were allowed to be: good Arguments, againft 
¢ the Union at that time; and Re A were. for the 


« Union, were not over-forivard of anfwering,,but >» 
“ chofe rather to amufe us tvich many large Promifes> 
“« of the Englith coming down with, great, Stocks ito: 
“ fettle among us, and improve and carry on our Fith- 


“ eries, and that we fhould be fupported and encoura-" 
“ ged from England; and had not the Intereft.uf a» 


“ neighbouring Nation prevailed too much, who were 
“ known to be apprehenfive of the Scores Fithery being, 
“ improv 'd, the Fithing- Trade here had probably bee 

“ in another Pofture at this times 
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# gin ‘¢ But thofe Neighbours had too much Gain by the 
: Werie Fifhing-T rade, as they have alfo by the French Trace, 
REE ra not to ufe their urmoft Endeavours to prevent Great 
* Bo. mb, x ny coming Shae into ore i ao 
Seay “a s part with but too accefs ; ¢ 

a; er “+ had'thofe People in land, whe now oppofe the 
ae aor “~ Ke apne to France, done their parr, ‘and 
= i, rmd their many Promifes to-Scotland’ for the 


= ee 





ete 





a 


> 






= ———— = 
ee er 





“ promoting their Fifhery with Englifh Stocks, the Peo- 

“ ple of Scotland had with lefs reafon complain’d¢ot 

“ the Lofs of their French Trade by the War. , #8 
“ It is apparent-no Advances have been made from 

“ England for the benefit of our Filhery, except ghe 

“ fuccefslefs attemptgy eps te F Merchants, & 

“ moft of them Scots Mca. “No eaany Endéavéurs 


“ of that kind been ufed, except what her Majefty has 


“ notv gracioully recommended to her Parliament in. 


“ our behalf. |t feerns very ftrange therefore to usin 


“ plained of the lofs of the French Trade, as. of fo 
“ great Value and Confequence,to Scotland, fhould 
“ nOW oppdfe'a Treaty,which réftored ‘chat Trade to 
“ us, when it would be more to our Advantage ,than 
“ it was before, we having never been in fo good a 
“ Capacity to improve the Advantages of it before 
* the Union with England, or finte. | 
“Tris evident, Scotland. cannot’ be. without Wine 
“ and Brandy, and Salt trom France: The Ways and 
“-Means, which liave been found otit'to fupply us there- 
“ with, even while the Prohibitions here have been 
“‘ fo abfolute, make it appear, how eagerly that Trade 
“ will, be purfued,. and. how ‘ineffectual all Laws or 
& Prohibitions will be to prevent it, efpecially now the 
Seas are freed from Privateers: 1 prefume we will 
* not find it equally praéticable to Import Filh into 
“© France ; it follows then, that we) mit pay for what 
‘© we buy in France with ready Money ; and how fatal 
‘ that mult. be-te-Seotland, every one knows, where 
“ Money is on many Accounts already fo fcarce, and 
“ the Country fo annually Exhaufted upon other 
6¢-Occafionss ; 4 , iri ' | 
bitoHe is But att ill Friend to Scotland then, that ¢an 
‘bidefite'fo erent d~ hindrance to the Trade and Wealth, 
“fof the Country fliould’ be continued any longey,, if 
“ it can by any ordinary’ Mcans be preveort , efpecially 
ener at thee very Peop fo 
“iehjoy'd the benefir’ of our Trade ‘with France, are, 
“ qy6w:continued in the Poffeffion of it, by the, reject- 


“ 


 d@thefe Articles to their infinite Gain, and our irre-. 


‘singpable-Lofss We think we “have good Reafon to 
“© fay, that England ought to do all it can to promote 
‘4, dhe Trade of Scotland, and to make us fee, if” pofli- 
“ble, that “we Have” foe benefit by the Union. of 
‘oGreat:Britain: Hitherto we haye borne gtear Bir- 


P.,.) 


¢-¢heng; and have -been on-lookers upon the Adyar , 


* tages which Neighbouring States have ‘made of our 
“©Rithing-Trade, Who have taken the ‘Fithes upon’, our 


“eOdats, atid’ even’ar our Doors, and carried’ them to 


“ Figiti¢e; which’ was always our Mercat ; wheteas by 
‘ether Canning ‘atid Counfel we have been fhit our, 


<randowe doubr’nét’, they have’ ufed their beft Bndea-_ 
< Yom'sto prevent our accepting the Terms of open. 
“ime’thar Commerce; which they Know well’ would, 


SbMofl4o'erert? Ad¢antage to Britain, and 6 ‘great 
“ ‘Lofs to themfelves. | pe 
itirWe have'been fiirprized to find thefe Articles re- 

‘ofafed in England, and yet more to hear any of our 


<aioulitry are of mind to have it [6 ; we owe them, 


<ogittle Thanks, but we hope it may be Retrieved yer, 
“otho™-we know nat which way, for we fee thé Dutch 
“iby! all their SKIN Oppofing it abroad, and Parties 
¢@orfederating with them at home, without ‘confi- 
“Sfidering what was formerly promifed -to us in thefe 


OE i ae 


Scotland, that thofe Genrlemen,who formerly com-. 


le,who have fo long, 


e 


“ Parts of Britain; fo that on ey ery Side poor*Scot- 
“ Jand feems fated to be Undone. We hope the next 
“6 Seflion of Parliament will take Scots Affairs into 
“ more particular Canfideration, tho’ our Grief is 
“ great, to fee the Profit of another Yéar loft, and 
“ givettito the Dutch, when we have fo'long waited 
“ for the Blefling of the Peace, which can_ no other 
“Trading way be made Advantageous to us. 


July 2. 1713. YOURS, &c. 
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A ‘Cépy'of a Letter fign’d by ten of the moft confide- 


rable and knowing Merchants in Edinburgh, fent to 
fome Gentlemen who have the Honour to Serve in 
Parliament for Scotland. 


Gentlemen, 


” p HE Country in which we live having the Ho- 
nour and Happinefs to be reprefented by you, 

whofe Actions do fufficiently witnefs the tender Re 
gard you have for the Good of your Native 
Country: We thinkour felves bound in Duty 
to fignify to you with’regret, the great Lofs which 

“¢ the Trading People of this Place and our whole 
Country will be under, by the throwing out the 
Bill of Commerce in the Houfe of Commons; which, 
with all fubmiffion, we think was, perfe@ly well ad- 
jufted and calculated, AS with abundance of Caution, 
“¢ for fettling our Trade upon the footof the Tariff 
‘ of 1664. and for removing all poltble Objections in 
*¢ relation to the excepted Articles. How far it might 
have been either beneficiab or detrimental to the Peo- 
*“ ple of Ha nf we will not take upon us to Judge ; 
“< tho’, according to what guefles or notions we have in 
“ that Matter, do think it might have been much_to 
“ their Advantage. But as to this Country, we pre- 
“¢ fume to fay without any-doubt, that itshati been very 
“« much for our Intereft and-Benefit, imaffording us an 
“ Export; for our Prodaét, particularly our Fifth and 
“© Manufaatures, the moft confiderable Branches of out 
“¢ Trade,..upon eafie and reafonable Duties, and ‘by 
“ which we could havewetutned yearly: a Ballance’ in 
“ Cath, over and aboye:-fatisfying .for»our Import: 
“¢ Whereas, as Matters now:ftand deve lofs of this 
“ Bill, in all. appearance we ‘hall be reduced to a‘worfe; 
“ rather. than better State;-than in time of ‘War, un- 
“ lefs fome'Expedient be found for retrieving this Mat‘ 
“ ter, which we are afraid will not» be this Sefiions: of 
“ Parliament... In. thé! meah time;'the Dutch, &c. 
“ will be.,-driving., a, good. and» beneficial Trade, 
“in which we might in a‘ great \meafure . have 
“ equalled them, if wWechad not thoug ‘fit to deprive 
“ ourfelves|of it.) However; what is’ poffible yet to be 
done, for remedying this, we hope youand all the Mem- 
bers of ‘this Counety owill heartily:and unanimoutly 
join in, and exert your felves with all proper Means 
and Meafures for effectuating it, not- doubting but 
“¢ that thofe ywho differed from you in the Houfe, will, 
upon taking a Review, and re-confidering this Af- 
fair; of fo great Importance ‘to this Nation, find it 
their ows,as well as their Cointry’s Intereft, to con- 
curr with you in its Being unwilling to take up more 
of, your time, we beg Leave, with dutiful Acknow- 
ledgments and much Refpest, to Subfcribe our felves, 


Gentlemen, 


Your moft faithful | 
humble Servants. 


Edinburgh, 
June 27. 1713. 
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LONDON: Printed for Beny. T OOKE, at the Temmple-Gate. and 


Jonu Barser, on Lembeth-Hill.: ( Price 3 Half-pence.) 











